Sample Pack Trip Itinerary:

The first day you meet at the Tererro General Store at 8:30 am from there you will meet your guides and horses on Grass Mountain at our upper pasture. You are matched with a horse and your stirrups are adjusted etc. The other wrangler will pack your gear onto packhorses and once this is done we will commence the ride to our base camp in the Wilderness. We supply lunch, drinks and snacks for the ride in. We encourage you to bring your own raincoat although we do have some if you notify us in advance that you need one. You should arrive with your camera, film, jacket and hat to go with you on your horse. Your bedroll and personal effects will be packed in on the packhorse. There is a limit of two person's gear per packhorse. You will ride an hour and a half to the top of Hamilton Mesa where we will break for lunch for an hour at this point you will have a 360 degree view of the entire wilderness and an excellent photo opportunity. Here is also where the other guide will pass us taking the gear into base camp. From there we will proceed for 2 hours to Pecos Falls here again you will have a break of an hour to two hours to hike down to the falls and enjoy the rushing water or fish as you like. After this it is just a short 30-minute ride to our campsite. At camp you will remove your personal things from your riding horse and leave him in the capable hands of the guide who went in with the pack horses for unsaddling etc. You will find your gear in one of the three wall tents (you can see pictures on the website of these tents at www.pecoswilderness.com) You then have a few moments to relax and organize yourself. The cook will call you when appetizers are ready and again when dinner is ready. After dinner you can sit and enjoy the campfire and starry night to your hearts content.   


The next day the guide and cook get up at 6am. The cook begins preparing breakfast for everyone and the guide goes out and gathers up the horses. While the guests are eating breakfast and the cook is making their lunches, the guide is saddling the horses. We try to leave camp around 9 am and often the first day will ride 2 hours to the top of the Santa Barbara Divide. The Santa Barbara Divide provides the prettiest overlook of the entire wilderness from the south side looking down into the Pecos Valley to the north looking into Taos. Often Big Horn Sheep and Elk are sited amongst the high peaks of the Pecos Wilderness. From there we can ride west and then slip down the Rito Del Padre and Chimayosos trails along which is some of the best, Rainbow, German Brown and Cut Throat trout fishing found in the wilderness. Depending on the group we can stay along these waters for, as long or short a time as anyone desires. We return to camp in the evening and again enjoy a little relaxation, appetizers, dinner, and dessert around the campfire. 


The third day begins and ends much like the previous however this day we will be going into the Beatty’s cabin area, which is just an hour below camp. Here the Rito Del Padre flows into the Pecos River and from there on down into the Pecos Box. The Pecos Box is a mile long box canyon and has some of the wildest waters. The River flows between steep cliffs and often requires that fishermen wear waders as there are little to no room for trails along its edges. These waters are fished rarely except by the true sportsman. The box also provides one of the prettiest scenic overlooks available in the canyon.

Conversely as an alternative to either day 2 or 3 we can also go into Truchas Lake. This is one of the many beautiful high mountain lakes and you can do a bit of fishing there. The scenery to get there is breath taking however due to its elevation etc. often we can’t spend more than a couple of hours here during some parts of the season because of the afternoon rains etc. 


The last day begins as the previous days however at a more leisurely pace. Following breakfast the guests pack up their gear and the guide begins packing the packhorses. The guests mount their horses and ride down to Beatty’s where a cooked lunch is provided. Our second guide and packhorses will pass us here and proceed on down to the upper pasture on Grass Mountain. We will eventually follow and arrive at the upper pasture where you will load your gear into your vehicle and sadly take your leave of us and the beautiful Pecos Wilderness. 
